Lawrence Walker & wife vs. Adms of David Bernard 


In Chancery’ 


Petition of Lawrence and Nancy Walker was filed in Feb 1818.° The petition 
sought a final settling of David Bernard's estate with a division of land and 
slaves, stating:° 


that Nancy Walker was the daughter of David Bernard, who passed 
away some years ago (1804) and that she and Lawrence Walker were 
lately married 

that David died seized of 110 acres whereon he lived and an extensive 
estate, including six slaves 

that the widow Ann Bernard had gotten letters of administration but had 
kept most of the land, selling only a small part of it that she deemed 
useless 

that David was survived by four children: Armiger L., Sally, Benjamin 
and Nancy 

that Armiger had died intestate since then and had been under age 21 
with no issue 

that the Administrator had not provided an account of her administration 


In her answer, Ann Bernard stated:7 


that David did die intestate but not possessed of an estate as described 
that he had a tract of 100 acres and she was ready at any time to have 
her dower laid oft 

that he did not have and was not entitled to a slave; that her father 
Armiger Lilly had loaned her a slave named Dicy for several years 
during David's lifetime but that it was several months after David's death 
that Dicy and her issue were left to Ann by her father's will 

that the debts against David's estate exceeded the sales of his property, 
and accounts of both are hereto annexed 


Commissioners were appointed on 27 Jul 1818, instructed to work with the 
surveyor to set aside Ann Bernard's 1/3 part then divide the residue into three 
equal parts for Lawrence and Nancy, Benjamin and Sally. The court further 
ordered that Ann make an account of her administration of David Bernard's 


' 4822-026, Fluvanna Co., Lawrence Walker & wife vs. Adms of David Bernard: Chancery Records Index, 
Virginia Memory (http://www. virginiamemory.com/collections/ : accessed 7 May 2018). 
Ibid., 4. 
° Ibid., 2-3. 
* Ibid., 3-4. 
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estate for examination by the same commissioners, who would make a report 
of their proceedings to the court.” 


The commissioners’ report was issued on 23 Jul 1822, along with the plat map 
showing how the land had been divided, i.e., with 29% acres to Ann for her 
dower and 20 acres each to her three children.° The report made no mention 
of the administrator's account. 


NOTES: 


Abstract of Armiger Lilley's will’ 
Will dated 11 Nov 1802; probate 25 Mar 1805 


Wife Elizabeth 

Sons: Samuel, Armiger, William, John, Pleasant, Robert 

Daughters: Elizabeth Tuggle, Rachel Baskett, Anna Barnerd, Mary Lilley 
Exrs: Benjamin Bowles, David Shepherd, Christopher Clark 


Wits: Samuel Richardson, William Richardson, Robert Furbush 


Ann (Lilley) Bernard and her children: 


Ann's father willed her two slaves, Peter and Dicey.® 


Nancy Bernard apparently married at the age of 17 (as of the Feb 1818 
petition) as she was born in Sep 1800, according to a later Chancery suit. Her 
brother Benjamin was born in Jan 1798 and their sister Sally was the oldest of 
the three children, having come of age (21) by Oct 1818.” 


° Ibid., 12. The account of Ann's administration was not mentioned in the commissioners' report and the 
appraisal of David's personal estate dated 22 Nov 1804 (pp. 9-10) is the only estate document found in 
this record. 

° Ibid., 13-14; the survey was completed on 15 Aug 1818. The amounts allotted total to 89’ acres. 

f "Virginia, Wills and Probate Records, 1652-1983," Ancestry; from Abstract of Fluvanna County, Virginia 
Will Book No. |, prepared by Point of Fork Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 

* Ibid.; digitized copy of Armiger Lilley's will, part of Fluvanna Co. "Will Book Vol. 1 Old Style, 1777-1808" 
in this collection. 

* 1837-021, Franklin Co., Benjamin Bernard vs. Admr of Peter Bernard, Jr., etc.; Chancery Records 
Index, Virginia Memory. 
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